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NOTICE. 

This Number and the Two preceding 
mes have been duly ‘entered at Sta- 
rONBR’S TLALL, and, of course, the 
opy Right is secured tothe Proprietor. 
y proceeding, as to this work, has 
yen the most liberal that ever was 
opted ina similar case. The price is 
sow and the allowance to retailers as 
igh as posstble ; and, the. most punc- 
wal attention is paid to all orders, both 
ntown and eountry. If, indeed, any 
ne were disposed to re-print, in order 
) give away, the case would be dif- 
went; but, ifany one be to receive a 
onpensation for such great labour, it, 
wely, is the person by whom tbe labour 
sperformed.. Besides, I am by no 
leans easy under the reflection, that 
ny person should be publishing any 
ing under my name, when he may 
ter or garble, and thus misrepresent 
ne, and injure, not only my reputation, 
iitalso the cause. Hence it is, that I 
ave thought itnecessary to declare, that 
othing is of my writing, which is not 
ublished at No.8, Catherine Street, 
r No. 192, Strand, London, If, there- 
ore, after this second Notice, any one 
e found doing me wrong, I shall, though 
twill be very disagreeable to me, cer- 
ainly seek an immediate legal remedy. 
the wholesale price is‘'12s. 6d. a hun- 
ved, and 11s, a hundred fo such persons 

take a thousand copies, or more, 
‘gularly every, week. I omitted to 
tention, that.I gladly give permission to 
tblish my workin any regular news- 


per, 





} 
| 





AN ADDRESS 
TO THE 
MEN OF NORWICH. 

On the Brunswick Knights.— Lord Sid- 
mouth’s Letter to them.——** Glorious 
Revolution.” -—It is not true, that our 
Olid Forefathers were ragged and 

tarving Beggars.— Schemes of inock- 
Reform.— Meeting of Deputics in 
London.— Hatton-Garden Work. 





“STEWART and WattTerR, make haste I 
“implore ye, 

“ Qr the Dags and the Cats will be Kaijghted 
“ before ye.” 


PARODY ON PETER PINDAR. 
London, Jan. 16, 1817. 





MEN oF NoRwWICH, 


Naturalists haye observed, that the 
young ones which proceed from animals 


‘of'a tao advanced age are generally of 


feeble frame and precarious health, and, 
that, amongst the human species, the 
young children of aged parents add to 
these defects an imbecility of mind, 
which is described by the appellation of 
born-ideots. CORRUPTION, whe is now 
manifestly upon her last legs, s¢ems in 
this particular, to be subject to the gene- 
ral law of nature. Numerous are the 
instances, which might be cited of the 
degeneracy of her sons; but, I do not 
recollect any instance in which this 
symptom of the decay of her generative 
faculties has. been so obvious as it has 
become by the whole litter of ideots, 
which she has just brought forth in your 
City, under the name of the Knights of 
the Order of Brunswick, who really 
| ¢ 
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appear to have outstripped in folly, | 
‘though not in baseéness, Walter and | 


Stewart and the whole tribe of literary 
hirelings in London. 


It is now about a month-since I was | 
first informed, that, at Norwich, an | 
Order of Knighthood had been estab- | 


lished, the object of which was to em- 
body the gallant sons of Corruption to 
fight under her banners against all 
Reformers generally, but more espe- 
cially against William Cobbett’s Register, 
which they honor with particular marks 
of their hatred. This is the foundation 
of their Order ; and amongst the means, 


by which their object is to be prose- | 
cuted, is, an intended publication, to | 


be entitled: “ The Brunswick Weekly 


Political Register, in direct opposition | 


On the | 


to William Cobbett’s Work.” 
26th of December, the ‘ Jnstallation” 
took place, at tbe Rampant Horse Inn, 
Norwich, when an ‘‘ Ops,” that is to 
say, some stupid stuff, which they would 
call poetry, was, it seems, pronounced, 
which Ode was, as they state, “‘Written 
by one of the Knights” 

There is something so very contempti- 
bly ridiculous in all this; it is so much 
below childishness ; it is so degrading to 
haman intellect; that I could not, though 
pressed to it by some worthy friends in 
Norfolk, consent to notice it in print, 

feeling that it would be like the using of 

‘a sabre against a fly oramaggot. But, 

lings, Which may be wholly beneath 

notice in themselves, may be. forced 
‘ upon one’s attention by their being asso- 
ciated with things of real importance, as 
the garter once dropped at a Ball from 
the knee of a favourite of one of our 
kings has beceme the’ ensign of an 
honour which the greatest of statesmen 

“bave been proud of. And, though a 
wry different fate certainly awaits the 
Order. of Brunswick, still that Order 
having now been associated tx print 
, with the name, officially. given, of the 
Sceretary of State, this circumstance 
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has rendered the whole thing of gy 
cient importance to be Jaid before 
public; especially as some very esseyi; 
political principles have, in this for 
challenged discussion. . 

The Knights have, it appears, trap 
mitted an account of their establid 
ment and of their installation 
principles te Lorp Viscounr Sy 
MouTH, and, of this transmissiy 
and of his Lordship’s determinati 
thereon they have published the follo 
ing account, printed by one BAL, | 
Norwich, in the following words: 
‘© Published by order of Knights Me 
‘“‘ bers of the Brunswick Club, at 
‘¢ Special General Meeting, held att 
‘© Rampant Horse Inn, Norwich, De 
« 3ist, 1816. Copy of a Letters 
‘“‘ «dressed .to ‘ARNALL THOM, 
‘‘ FAYERMAN, Esq. Surgeon, . N 
‘ wich;’ President of the Brunswi 
‘« Association, from-J. Beckett, EF: 
‘* Under Secretary of State, in rep 
‘“‘ toa Letter transmitted to Lord VY 
* Sidmouth, enclosing six copies 
“ theSecond Edition of the Declarati 
‘* of the Sentiments of this Assembla: 


. Whitehall, Dec. SO, 1816. 
Sir,—* Lam directed by Lord Si 
mouth, to acknowledge the receipt 
your Letter of the 26th inst. and 
express the satisfaction afforded ii 
by the Public Spirit, and. Cousti 
tional Principles which have led 
the establishment of the Brunswi 
Club in the City of Norwich; [3 
at the same time to add, that Lo 
' Sidmouth’s opinion is in general i 


favourable to Political Clubs of a | 


| 


description; although there may uf 


. | 
doubtedly be circumstances unt 


which such dustitutions may not 0 


be justifiable but highly useful ; wl ) 
ther or not this is the case of Norwiff 
at this time, it is impossible for hi 


to judge, but his Lordship can 
hesitate to applaud the principles 


‘ 
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1 
your Association and the motives 
which have occasioned it. 
‘“ Tam, Su, 
* Your most obedient 
‘* And humble Servant, 
« J. BECKETT.” 
Ty) Arnall Thomas Fayerman, Esq. 

Surgeon, Norwich.” | 
(pon the receipt of this Letter, the 
nights came to the following resolu- 
n:—** Resolved Unanimously, that 
the respectful thanks of this Associa- 
tion be transmitted to’ Lord Viscount 
Sidmouth, his Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, 
evincing at the same time our grateful 
feelings for the very handsome ap- 
proval of our views and principles 
which he has been pleased to express, 
through the means of an Official Let- 
ter from J. Beckett, Esq. addressed 
io the President; and that all the 
Knights Members be required to sign 
the said Letter of thanks. By Order 
of the Association.-—W ILLIAM 
RACKHAM, Secretary.” 

Now, my friends of Norwich, where 
eformers have met with the Mayor of 
ur City at their head, and where that 
ayor stands so honourably distin- 
‘shed from those, who, instead of 
plying with the reasenable requisi- 
ms of their townsmen, have called 
eetings of Special Constables and of 
reops; my friends of that ancient and 
Ways patriotic city, let us now, for a 
oent, forget the despicable and ri- 
culous character of these self-created 
nights, and, even while we are com- 
enting on those principles and motives, 
hich Lord Sidmouth is here said to 
ive approved of, let us not take it for 
ranted, that his Lordship has not been 
‘en unaware upon this occasion; 
td let us, at any rate, by no means 
ubibe any disrespect towards the name 
| Brunswick, the use of which has 
ere, as upon so many former occasions, 
en dishonoured by those, who, under 


Pat name, have endeavoured to find 


Janvaky 18, 1817. 
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shelter from that contempt or indigna- 
tion which belonged enly to their own 
foliy or infamy. 

You all remember, that, when the 
exposures, relative to the Duke of 
York and Mrs. CLARKE took place, 
the friends, or, rather, the pretended 
friends, of the Duke, instead of can- 
didly acknowledging, that the facts, 
which could not be refuted, were true; 
and, as sensible men would have done, 
appealing to the generosity of the na- 
tion, by observing, that boundless pa- 
trenage happening to fall under the in- 
fluencesof boundless passion, the temp- 
tation had been too great to preserve 
the Duke from errors, into which many 
other men, and with no essentially 
wicked intentions, might have fallen; 
instead of taking this line, and instead of 
advising the Duke to throw himself man- 
fullyupon the naturallyindulgent feelings 
of the country, which would have caused 
the whole matter to have been forgotten 
in a month, the pretended friends and 
supporters of His Royal Highness met 
the first opening of the charges against 
him by out-eries and accusations of 
disloyalty against the author of the 
charges, and against all those of similar 
politics, who were accused of hostility 
to the House of Brunswick, of being 
Jacobins and Levellers, and-they were 
threatened with everlasting infamy if 
they failed to make their charges good. 
Thus accused, thus menaced, a very 
great majority of the nation took part 
against these unjust and foolish threat- 
eners; general politics became mixed 
up with the question; discovery after 
discovery was made, and, at last, the 
Duke had to bear the whole burden, 
brought on him not only by his own 
errors and frailties, but also the much 
greater burden created by the injustice 


‘and insolence of his pretended friends. 


Many men, who felt disposed, at first, 
to think but little of the matters charg- 
ed against him, and were inclined ra- 
ther to laugh than ‘ a _ their 
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risible propensity tarned into scorn and 
indignation, when they heard charges 
of selling commissions by a kept mis- 
tress and the promotion of a fodt-boy 
from belind her chair to a conimand in 
the army, ascribed to a traitorous de- 
sign against the House of Brunswick ! 

This feeling of scorn and indigna- 
tion was. perfectly natural; but, it un- 
fortunately fell upon the wrong object; 
for, insiead of the Duke, it ought to 
have alighted upon the heads of those, 
who pretended to be his friends, and 
who, in fact, while they affected to be 
defending him, were engaged in tire 
defence of their own corrupt actions, 
us was afterwards most amply proved. 
Just such is the case now; and, you 
may be well assured, that, when you 
hear men bawling so Joudly ayainst 
what they have the impudence to call 
eur disloyal endeavours, they have only 
in view to retain or to. obtain profit to 
themselves out of the public purse; 
and, it very unfortunately happeng, that 
they appear to succeed but too well in 
persuading those whose pretended 
friends they are, that they are their 
friends in reality, and that: the people 
who pay the taxes are their foes. 

If this be excusable in the Royal 
Family, who: have s0 small a portion of 
conumunication with the people, it is 
not so easily excused in my Lorp 


‘SIDMOUTH, who ought to know a great 


deal of the real state of the public 
mind, and who, of course, ought to 
know, that those who are labourme to 
bring about a Reform of the Pariia- 
ment, have not only not imtimated, 
bat that, they do not entertain, tlie 
ematlest desire, to trench, ia any way 
whatever,/ou the rights of either the 
Nobles or.the King; and, therefore, it 


dloes, seem very extraordiiary, that his 


Lordship sheuld haveiziven countenance 
to, or, that le should have taken the 
smallest. netice ,of, the conteniptible 
Kuights of the. Order of Brunswick, 
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should have expressed his applause , 
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their principles, considering that they ne 
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as far as they are divested of downrigf’ , R 
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absurdity, are hostile to all those pri 
ciples which placed the 
Brunswick upon the throne of Englay 
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House , 


It would be a waste of time to ende, , es 
vour to come ata comprehension of » ¢ S 
the parts of that confused mass of no, 3 4 | 
sense, which the Brunswick Konig) r 
transmitted to Lord Sidmouth und 4 *s 
the title of a Declaration; but I yj a 
just take their leading principle, whic sn 
will be found in the followmg passag han 
‘“« Politically speaking, we cannot hj a 
“ view with extreme pain and drea ame 
« the active endeavours of violent par —- 
‘ men to sow discord and disconte ag 
‘in the minds of the lower orders, a. 
“ the extensive association of Cly) r 7 
“ professing the principles of Jox a a 
“ FLAMPDEN. It should never be fo aay 
“ gotten, that whatever injuries, rf. 
‘* or supposed, this idol of the peo Bice 
‘“-susiained from the government pose) 
“ Charles I. that no extenuation of “~ a 
‘crime of fighting against the Kil 
« and dying im the field as a Trait veel 
“can be found in the laws of cill oe 
‘¢ Godor man ; therefore, to mislead { LS 
“* people, by artful and specious praiff, 4, 
of his pretended patriotic conductf ’ 

pro 


“resisting, by force of arms, what) 5, 


considered to be an infringement 4) 
his rights ‘and privileges, is to tea 
“the people to tread in his feotste} 
** and to compel the state (regardless 
“ the dreadfal consequences that mi 
“<< result) fo an immediate submission 
“« ali they demand.” 

Now, in te first place, there are 
such thmgs as Hampden Clubs in { 
kingdom; or, at least, they are of 
trifling amount as hardly to be wert tena 
of notice, if we éxcept a Club of his 
naine in London, and which Club c@,. of 
sists di reality of Sir FRANcts Bu, . 
DETF and Major CARTWRIGHT. | 
that, this ‘is altogether a false pretent 
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rbarise own, these gallant Knights had mo- 













at these y in view, when they appealed to 
le yd Sidmouth, they are, I think, fairly 
Se PTUs table for an attempt at fraud and 
OMS tain money under false: pretences. 
shiglan y what other purpose should these 


Oo ende, 
Mi of a 
of no 
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t I vy 
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» have applied to Lord Sidmonth ? 
ey could hardly expect that he 
ald send troops to their aid; and, 
io writers against us, they seem to 
ve become extinct, or, at least, so 


;use. - What, then, could these 
pights apply to Lord Sidmouth for ? 
ten writers or loyal club-mongers 
mmunicate their schemes to the go- 
"nt pa ment, be assured that they seek 
SCont oy as naturally as a fly does food 
ders, en it approaches a honey- pot. 

t Cly) It is also a very scandalous false- 
{ Jou ol to say, that the HAmppENn 
4 be fo cB, or any of the Reformers, ep- 
res, 74a our to urge the people to compel 
~ Pel sate (the parliament, is meant, I 
intent pose) by force of arms, to an imme- 
on of ‘Bie submission to their-;demands. We 
he Air re uniformly, and, hitherto, most 
Trait cessfully, exhorted the people to ad- 
of cull. toa peaceable and orderly con- 
stead t Such a falsehood as this, there- 
1S Pra, merits public execration, though 
mnduct promulgation of it cannot fail to do 
What Bi in the end, becausa it ‘can- 
emente fil to shew the badness of the 
to ted» of our enemies, W ha, unless their 
‘cotste] se were desperate, would not resort 
urdless iy falsehood at all. | 

hat MBut, to pass over all the rest of the 
1¢sst0"ndence and folly of these men, let 
come to their grand principle ; 
tely, that, .‘* whatever injuries 
AMPDEN sustained. trom the go- 
roment of Charles the First, xo 
utenuation of the crime of fighting 
inst the king can be found in the 
ws of either God or man.” 

Now, my good friends of Norwich, 
lis be so, the present Royal Family 
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yor so dull as no longer to be of 
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ad George the First and George the 
Second and Queen Anne and King 
William the Third and Lord Sidmouth 
and you and I and all the people in 
this nation were aud are traitors against 
the House of Stuart and their heirs,in. 
the direct line of succession. My firm 
belief is, that Lornp SIDMOUTH never 
read the declaration of these Chandler- 
shop. Knights; and, I hope, that this 
will be a caution to him, not te permit 
any one to use his name in future in 
applauding any thing without first 
knowing what the thing is. 

ft signifies nothing, ih this case, what 
were the injuries sustained by HAmp- 
DEN, because,-it is here declared, that 
be they what they might, he had no 
right to resist by force of arms, Hence 
it would follow, that, if a king were to. 
dissolve the parliament and levy taxes 
by his sole will, or were even, to order 
his army to beat the people in_ the 
streets, or to poke out their eyes, the 
people must stand still and bear it all 
without any attempt to resist, because 
to resist would be. to fight against. the 
King! Ob no! Lord Sidmouth never 
could have read the paper of these 
Bruuswick Knights. The history of 
JOHN HAMPDEN is, however, too in- 
teresting to be wholly omitted here.-— 
Charles the First, who was beset by 
evil counsellors, and who had the mis- 
fortune to be married to a Bourbon 
wife, wished to rule the people of Eng- 
land in an arbitrary way. The parlia- 
ments (which were newly chosen, then 
always when they were called together) 
opposed his views. He wanted money, 
and he issued a proclamation, to raise 
taxes, suspecting that the parliament 
would not grant him the money, /This 
was contrary to the laws of England, 
Mr. HAMPDEN, who was a gentleman 
of Buckinghamshire, would not. pay 
the taxes imposed on him. , He was 
sued before the Judges inthe King’s 
Courts, who, being subservient to the 
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King, decided against Mr. HAMPDEN. 
The King’s necessities, however, at last 
compelled him to call a parliament ; 
and, after long disputes between the 
King and them, an open civil war broke 
out, and, in that war, Mr. HAMPDEN 
lost his life in the field. The King, at 
last, would have gladly yielded up much 
more than his people asked for at first. 
But his yielding disposition came too 
late. He lost his life, as we all know, 
upon a scaffold, upan the charge of 
treason against the English People: 
and herein he tasted of that injustice 
and ernelty which his own ministers 
and judges had, in innumerable in- 
stances, practised on his:suffering sub- 
jects in his name. 

One would have thought, that an ex- 
ample so awful ought to have operated 
on his sons; but; so far from it, the 
second of those sons, James the Second, 
aided by the bloody Judge Jefferies, 
was guilty of acts of tyranny without 
end. The nation, resolved no longer 
to endure his ill-treatment, . invited 
William Prince of Orange from Hol- 
land, who had married one of the 
king’s daughters, to come and take the 
government upon him. William came 
with an army, who had some fighting 
with the king’s troops, but the king, 
finding that the whole nation were de- 


serting him, fled to France. William 
and his wife were made king and 


queen, and a law was passed to make 
every man a traitor who adhered to 


king James. When William and his 


wife were dead, another daughter of 


James became Queen, by act of parlia- 
ment, and that was Queen Anne. 
Now, observe, James had sons alive all 
this while; but, they were called Pre- 
tenders, and the parliament actually 
compelled QUEEN ANNE to offer, by 


proclamation, a reward for the head of | 


one of these. her brothers. When 


Queen Anne died, an act of parlia- 
ment had provided for the accession 
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of the present Royal Family, whi 
was descended from a davghiter , 
James the First, who was the father 


ion sf 


self t 


Charles the First, and the grandfathqe 
of James the Second; and, by the say HAR 
acts of parliament, the family of Stua ms I 
was set aside for ever. ul co 
These were pretty stiff proceeding arte 
and may serve as a record upon { f the 
| file of the Chapter of the Knights #* 4 
Norwich. But, as yeu perceive, theme! the: 
was not only resistance to King Jameggiliant 
but there was fighting against him \g/AMP 
foreign soldiers brought over from Hight, 


land for the piiposet And yet yogpe hin 
Knights tell us, that Mr. Hamepip be : 
was a traitor tor fighting against {| od oF 
king, whatever injuries he might hag’ * 
sustained. There were men to preagf!> 
the same doctrine at the time’ wh! '°' 
James the Second was revelling in { prded 
blood of the people shed by Judge Japot wh 
feries; but, our forefathers were menere 
so base and so foolish as to listen jfP!S 
those corrupt slaves ; they rose agai! Ings 
the stupid tyrant; they drove bins fig ach m: 
the throne; they afterwards set asig'@ lo 
his despotic family for ever ; and tb lordes 
happily succeeded in exalting and sf’ PO 
porting the present Royal Family FS A 
their stead. This is what we mean §"°Y2! 
the “ GLORIOUS REVOLUTIO! rfased 
and it is well worthy of note, that, him | 
the PROCLAMATION, issued in 17% orde 
against the writings of your fam” of 
countryman, Paine, he was accusg "tly 
of having attacked the principles of ise ch 
‘* Glorious Revolution !” im sto 
The ignorance of the Chandler-S he om 
Knights is equal to their impudeng” this 
Not only since the Revolution of 16% VIN 
above noticed; but, in all times, ha ull sti 
the people of Eng!and claimed the rig “* @” 
of resistance to oppression. I can bok a 
quote the very words of Judge Blagf's h 
stone from memory (and I have not g*"©e2- 
books near me), but, I know that HOw" 


though a very courtly writer, maint ney b 
“and ¢ 





























this right as an inherent right of ev 
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poole, and observes, that fthe com- 
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tach wn sense of mankind will not suffer 
Belf to. be insulted by the contrary 
father # 7 
nd fath actrine. — And how was MAGNA 
he sane tAht4 obtained? Why, by the Ba- 
HE San . 3 

f Stuame making open war upon the King, 


af compelling him to sign it. This 
jarter, Which was a mere recognition 
(the then ancient laws of England, 
as actually forced froin the king; and 
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ights : 
ve, thegeet these. impudent brawlers, these pot- 
; Jamegiliant Knights tell you, that, let 


JAMPDEN’s injuries be what they 
‘ight, it was ¢reason in him to resist 
ehing, and that his conduct was not 
» be justified by the laws either of 
od or man! The laws of man, as we 
ave seen, clearly justify this resist- 
nce; and, as to the laws of God, if we 
e to take for his laws what we find re- 
ded in the Scriptures, (and I know 
ot where else to look for them) how 
mmerous are the instances, in which 
listen Mppressors were punished, Ministers, 
 agail ings and Queens! An instance of 
im fiqgech may serve. HHAMMON was hanged 
ia lofty gibbet for his oppressions on 
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re a lordecai andthe Jews. But, the case 
ind si! point is that of Ahab and Jezebel. 
mily ‘ing Ahab had taken a liking to the 
nean @ueyard of Naboth, which the latter 
TIoweused to sell him, it having descended 
that, him from his forefathers. Jezebel, 
, 174 order to put her husband in posses- 
fam@on of the wished-for plat of ground, 


mtrived to have Naboth seized upon a 
ilse charge- of blasphemy, and to have 
im stoned to death. AHAB was, by 
ecommand of God, killed in battle 
or this act, and, his son, AHAZIAH, 
avg succeeded him with the curse 
lll sticking to his family, JEHu, who 
fas an officer inthe service of Ahaziah, 
ok a chosen band with him, slew the 
ing his master, and afterward the 
tueen-mother, whom he ordered to be 
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“under foat.” Some of the friends of 
Ahaziah called this ‘‘ treason” on the 
part of Jehu; but Jehu answered, 
‘Surely I have seen yesterday the 
“* blood of Naboth and the blood of his 
‘“‘ sons, and I will reguite thee in this 
** plat, saith the Lord.” 

With this. I take my leave of the 
Knights of the Order of Brunswick, 
being well assured, that they will never 
again show their faces in the streets of 
Norwich, unaccompanied with hisses 
and groans, though they carry, by way 
of protection, the applauding letter 
from the Office of the Secretary of 
State. 

Let me now beg your attention to a 
subject of very deep interest at this 
time, and with regard to which it is of 
primary importance that we should 
all entertain correct opinions. We 
complain, that the people of this king- 
dom are worse off than they used to be. 
We talk of the good old times of our 
forefathers. We conclude, that we 
might, under a good system, be as happy 
as our forefathers were; ‘and, this good- 
system we (I do for one) most firmly 
believe, would be brought about speedily 
by a reform of the parliament, and this 
belief we have proved to be rational, 
The sons of Corruption meet us at the 
threshold of the argument, and assert, 
in the most unqualified manner, that we 
are much better off than our forefathers 
were, whom they represent as a set of 
despicable raggamuflins and vassals. 
To read the essays upon this subject in 
the CouRIER and the TIMEs, one 
would suppose, that, until the days of 
Pitt, or thereabouts, Englishmen were 
a species of barbarians, clad in skins 
of wild animals, sleeping amongst fern 
under hedges, and living upon hips and 


haws. 
Now, if this were the case, the an- 


swer would be worth very little, un- 
less it could be shewn, that, because a 
father’has been miserable the children 
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ouglit to bé miserable too. 
not the case. The charge against our 
forefathers is as false as the hearts of 
those who make it. Englishmen, until 
within the last fifty years, when long 
parliaments and banking and funding 
and borrowing and taxing began to 
produce poverty and misery and crimes, 
were always well off, in the oldest of 
tumes. They were always an indus- 
trious, an honest, a frank, a sincere 
race of men, and always bore an un- 
shaken attachment to their political 
rights. Those, who, like me, are now 
fifty years of age, can well remember, 
when it was thought a sorrowyul sight 
to see a fabouring man apply for parish 
relief. Will these libellers of the people 
say, that our natures have been changed ? 
And, if we were to allow that, by what 
have they been changed? No: the 
blood of our fathers circulates in ow 
veils, but the want of what they pos- 
cessed as the fair fruit of their toil, 
has compelled us to resort to alms and 
to parish relief. Well do I remember, 
when old men, common labourers, used 
to wear to church good broad-cloth 
coats which they liad’ worn at their 
weddings. They were frugal and care- 
ful, but they had encouragement to 
practise those virtues. The household 
goods of a labouring man, ‘his clock, 
his trenchers and his pewter plates, liis 
utensils of brass and copper, his chairs, 
iis joint-stools, his substantial oaken 
tables, hts bedding and all that belonged 
to him, form a contrast with his pre- 
sent miserable and worthless stuff that 
niakes one’s heart ache but to think of. 
His beer and his bread and meat are 
now exchanged for the cat-lap of the 
tea-kettle, taxed to more than three- 
fourths of its prime cost, and for the 
cold and heartless diet of the potatoe 
plat. I can wellremember when the 


very poorest of the people would not 
eat potatoes, and [ have lived to see 
people hanged for forcing them out of a 
market eart at their own price! I can 


But, this is 
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remember, when every poor man brewe 
a barrel of ale to be drunk at the lying 
in of his wife, and another to be spen 
at the christening of the child. Noy 
[ know not the imstance of the cheeriy 
smell of malt finding its way into hi 
dwelling, where dreariness and drea 
preside upon occasions which used t 
produce scenes of pleasing anxiety, 
congratulation, and imnocent mirth, 
Perhaps many thousands of. persons of 
my own age will read what I am now 
writing, and, if they have been conver. 
sant in the sphere of life,jto which J an 
adverting, their hearts will bat too 
loudly tell them that the picture is true, 
But, to what period wil the calunni- 
ators of our forefathers go back? | 
will take them back four hundred years, 
and will draw my description of whiat 
our foréfuthers were then from Sir 
JOHN FORTESQUE’s work on the excel- 
lence of the Laws of England. This 
gentleman, who was Lord Chancellor 
in the reign of HENRY THE SIXTH, 
wrote a book for the instruction of 
that king’s son, one of the objects of 
which book was to convince hin, 
that it was his interest as well as his 
duty to preserve inviolate that excellent 
system of laws. In the course of his 
lessons, which are divided into Chap- 
ters, he’ gives the Prince a description 
of the effects of the good laws of Eng- 
land compared with that of the bad 
laws of France, which some of thie 
Prince’s ancestors had endeavoured to 
introduce. into England. This leads 
him to speak of the condition of thie 
English compared with the condition 
of the French ;. and, here it is, that we 
find the dresses, the houses, and the 
food and manner of Jiving of our fore- 
fathers described; those forefathers 
who the CouRrER and Times would 
make us believe, were a set of vagrants, 
living upon pig-nuts and acorns and 
haws! Alas! The picture which 1s 
here given of France, would really be 
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brewed very nearly applicable to Eng- 
lying 

spenfgeaking of France, after enumera- 
Nowffeveral eruel laws, he proceeds in 
eering® words : ‘© Without consideration 
to hig&| of these things, other heavy taxes 
dread assessed yearly spon every village 
sed to/hin the kingdom for the king’s 
ixiety Brice ; neither is there ever any 
mnirthBermission or abatement of taxes. 
Olis ofmposed to these and other calami- 
n nowms, the Peasants (country yveople) 
mver.me In great hardship and misery. 
DT anffleir constant drink is water, neither 
it toofh they taste, throughout the year, 
true fy other liquor; unless upon some 
umni-gtraordinary times, or festival days. 
k? [Meir clothing consists of Frocks, 
years,@ little short jerkins made of canvass, 
whatf better than common sack-cloth ; 


—— * 








Sirffey do not wear any woollens, ex- 


excel.m)pt of the coarsest sort; and that 
This#ly in. the garment under their 
ellor Mocks ; nor do they wear any trowse, 
<TH, @™mt from the knees upwards; their 
n offfes being exposed and naked. The 
is offfomen go bare-foot, except on holi- 
him, fhys. They do not eat any flesh, 
. his Gpless it be the fat of bacon, and that 
ent # very small quantities, with which 
his Bey make a soup. Of cther sorts, 
hap- ther boiled or roasted, they do not 
tion | much as taste, unless it be of the 
ing- cards and offals of sheep and 
bad Blocks, and the like, which are 
the Bled for the use of the gentle-folks 
1 to Bd the merchants; for whom also, 
ads als, partridges, hares and the like, 
the He reserved, upon pain of the gal- 





ion @°s. As for their poultry, the soldiers 
we Musume them, so that scarce the 
the ezgs, slight as they are, are indulged 
re- Mem by way of dainty. And, if it 


ors W’Ppen that a man is observed to 
id @urive in the world, and become rich, 
ts, eo is presently assessed to the king’s 
nd x, proportionably move than his 
is rer neighbours, whereby he is soon 
he Miduced to a level with the rest.” 
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think vor of this picture ? 
you, and ‘thea 
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My good friends’of Norwich, what 


Look about 
renicuiber, that this 


honest old Chancellor of England tells 
the Prince that these are tue conse- 
quences of a government wherein the 


people have no share. 


He then comes 


to describe the effects of what he ealls 
that Political Mixed Government, which 
prevails in England; and after describ- 
ing the security which men in England 
have, for their preperty, and for the 
fruit of their labours, he proceeds thus: 
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The king cannot despoil the subject, 
without muking ample satisfaction tor 
the same; he cannot by himeelf or his 
ministry, lay taxes, subsidies, or any 
imposition whatever, upon the sub- 
ject: he cannot alter the laws, or 
make new ones, without the express 
consent of the whole kingdom in Par- 
liament assembied: every inhabitant 
is athis liberty fully to wse and 
enjoy whatever his farm produceth, 
The fruits of the earth, the increase 
of his floek, aud the like: all the 
iniprovements he makes, whether by 
his own proper industry, or of those 
he retains in his service, are his 
own to use and enjey, without the 
let, interruption or denial of any. 
If he be in any wise injured, he shall 
have his amends and _ satisfaction 
against the party offending: HENCE 
it is, that the inhabitants of England 
are rich in gold, silver, and ail the 
necessaries and conveniences of life. 
They drink no water, unless at cer- 
taintimes, upona religious score, and 
by way of doing penance. They are 
fed in great abundance, with all sorts 
of flesh and fish, of which they have 
plenty every where ; they are clothed, 
throughout, in good woollens; their 
bedding and other furniture im their 
houses are of wool, and that m great 
store: they are also well provided with 
all sorts of household goods, and neces- 
sary implements for husbandry; every 
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** one according to his rank, hath adi 
. . ‘ - 

** things which conduce to make life easy 

“and happy.” 


Jews, which are founded upon the prin- 
ciple, that “a@ king is given for the 
“* sake of the kingdon, and not a king- 
“* dom for the sake of a king.” 

Such was the plain and bold and 
honest la guage of a Chancellor of 
England four hundred years ago, and 
such was the. happy and honourable 
state of our forefathers in those times. 
And, yet the insolent sons of Corrup- 
tion would fain have us believe, that we 
are much better off taan our forefathers 
were, and that we ought to be very 
grateful that we.are not compelled to 
live, like blackbirds, upon wild berries 
and worms. Let any man Jook at the 
dress and foed of our Jabourers now ; 
and let him say, if he can, thet they do 
not resemble those which tlis eld 
Lawyer describes as those of the French 
in his day. A skort smock frock is the 
general garment; and, not only are 
many of these mafle of sack-cloth, but 
| have seen many actually made out of 
old sacks, which had become too rotten 
to hold corn!, They do not, indeed, 
20 bare-leqged; the climate does not 
admit of it; but many of them have 
#0 stockings, bits of rag are wrapped 
round their feet to keep their feet from 
perishing in their shoes, and pieces of 
old sack, or rags of some sort, are tied 
round their legs instead of stockings. 
One half of the married men have not 
a second shirt, and that which they 
lave is allinrags. It is notorious, that 
they do not taste flesh from month’s end 
io month’s end, and that their soée drink 
is that very water, which FORTESQUE 
says used to be the drink of the French, 
aud ef which he says the English xerer 
drank, except for religion’s sake. Little 
did this, our famous countryman, ima- 
vine what days his honoured country 
was destined to see under the Pitts, 
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the Percevals and Castlereagh’s! Li 
did hie imagine, when he was deseril 
the living upon SOUP as a proof 
the degraded state of the French, 4 
Englishmen would ever be reduce; 
such a state as to be fed at Soup Si 
by Subscription! Little did he, wh 
he was speaking of the heacy taxes 
the French, suppose, that Englishny 
would. one day pay away the half 
their earnings in taxes! Little did 
when talking of the standing army 
France, imagine that the day was 




















come, when regiments of standing y 





diers in Engiend would be seen 





scribing a days pay to help feed | 
people, from the taxes on whose s, 
sugar, &c. their pay partly caine! Lit 










did he, when he was boasting of the go 
varm and decent clothing and beddy 
of the people of England, imagine tl 
the time would come, when a Io 
Mayor of London, would, from motiy 
of compassion, advertise for old Clot 
to cover the nakedness ‘of that_ peop 
by day, and for old Bedding to keg. 
them from perishing by night! Li 
did he imagine, when he was painti 
the miseries that the French suffer 
from the tyranny of their Princes, th 
the lot of England would be so chang 
that a French Prince would szdseri 
towards a fund for feeding the Engl: 
people with Saup ! se 
What, then, has produced tig: 
change? Why, taxation to be su ui 
The same causes generally produce | 
same effects. It was the taxes tli. 
made the French miserable in dre, 
and food; and here also the effect lg 
followed the cause. Jt is curious 
remark, too, that, as soon as the Bourh@,, 














Government was overset in France, ti}, 
People began to flourish, to dress etl; 
and live better ; and, though the nati, 
had been at war all the time, Mr. Bing), 
BECK, in his excellent little work, tel... 
us, that, when he went over to Frang,, 
in 1814, he found the country peop 
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ing in great ease and happiness. 
is descriji ° 


A= 


$ a proof 
French, tj 
2 reduce( 


» miserable Peasantry; and he was 
d, that the Revolution had changed 
ir lot. He says, that the common 
jurers were wel!’ dressed, that each 
n had from ten to fourteen shirts; 
d, in short, that they were a happy 
ce of men compared to the miserable 
d depressed creatures, whom he had 
ftbel.ind him in England. Mr. Brrx- 
ck is well known to be a gentleman 
veracity as well as of very exten- 
e knowledge; and, being also an in- 
pendent man, his word may be relied 
1. But we need no Revolution to re- 
ore'us to a state of happiness. We 
ant nothing but a relaxation of taxa- 
m, and the choosing of ovr own re- 
esentatives, so that we may not be 
red without our consent, which is the 
w of the land, and which law of the 
nd is our birth-right. 

Sir JOHN FORTESQUE did not talk 
nruely about the Constitution, which 
ie sons of Corruption make to mean 
y thing that they please. He talked 
out the daws, and -his proof of the 
oodness of a government, was, that it 
roduced ease and happiness amongst 
he people. This was his proof of a 
vod government; and, eertainly, this 
‘the only test by which to try a 
overnment. Lat 

The-sons of Corruption, unable to 
ay that the people are in ease and 
ppiness, cook up a doctrine of fata- 
iy. They say, it is the fate of na- 
ions, when they become refined, to 
come miserable ; and, therefore, that 
ye are In a state of natural decay, 
nd that no fault is to be ascribed to 
le system or to any body. But, if 
ls were true, how comes it, that the 
eople live so much in ease and hap- 
ness in America? There are many 
leautiful cities in America; numerous 
ersons of immense fortunes; multi- 
des of fine carriages and horses ; finer 


Soup Shi 
id he, wh; 
avy taxes 
Enelishny 
the half 
Little did 
ne army 
dav Was 
standing 
1 SCAN sy 
‘Ip feed 4 
whose s; 
aine ! Lit 
of the go 
ind bedd 
imagine th 
ien a Io 
rom motiy 
r old Cloth 
that peor 
ing to ke 
cht! Lit 
yas paint 
ich suffers 
*rinces, t! 
so chang 
ld sebseri 
the Engli 











duced 
o be su 
produce ti 
taxes th 
je in dre 
ie effect 
curious 
he Bouwh 
France, !! 
dress bet 
1 the nati 
Mr. Bir 
work, tel 
rto Fran 
ntry peo 
















ed, he says, wnat was become of all | 


JANUARY 18, 1817. 





oo 





[86 


cr 


streets than any in England or in Eu- 
rope; whole streets of houses, the 
cornices and door-ways of marble, the 
roofs covered with lead or slate, the 
entters and spouts made of copper; an 
immense mereantile shipping; a noble 
and gallant navy; trade, commerce : ud 
manufactures very extensive; three or 
four hundred newspapers ; reading and 
writing universal; and, m short, every 
luxury and refinement huown in Eng- 
land, from which country, too, the set- 
tlers of that country went. How hap- 


pens it, that civilization ind refinement 


have not produced a miserable popu- 
lation there? How happens uit, that 
there is no pauperism aud beggary 1a 
that country? How happens it that, 
there, the labourer, though with a fa- 
mily, may, if he will, put by teenty or 
thirty pounds a year? Why, the reasons 
are, thot, in that ‘country, the faxes 
areso light, the government so little 
expensive; and these arise trom the 
people choosing freely their own 
representatives, and mot being taxed 
without — their consent. -« The 
government .there, with the mere 
exception of names of officers’ and 
ranks, is built upon the anctent laws of 
England. Magna Ciarta is the law of 
the land there as mncli as it is, or ever 
was, here. All our ancient law-books 
are of as much authority there as they 
ever were in England. In that country 
a regular soldier is never seen, except 
in the distant fortresses on the frontiers 
to defend the nation against sudden at- 
tacks; and even these soldiers are so 
few in number as scarcely to be called 
an army, the whole not consisting of 
more than six thousand men. Yet, no 
one fears any riots, or breaches of the 
peace in that country. Al! men are so 
deeply interested in the upholding of 
the laws, that they are al! its voluntary 
defenders, Elections are going on 
there every year ; the Chief Magistrate, 
the Members of the Levisiature, the 
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Governors, the Sheriffs, the Consta- 
bles, all are elected by. the people ; ; and 
yet all is tranquil, all is obedience to 
the laws, all is ease and happiness. 
Why, then, are we to believe, that 
England is doomed to be miserable ? 
Why are we to believe, that our coun- 
try is fated to declme and become no- 
thing? How came the French to revive 
so quickly. afier numerous ages of mi- 
sery? No: we will ente riain no such 
belief. We will believe, that if our 
burdens be lightened and our right of 
election restored, England will be what 
she ought to be; and, my firm convic- 
tion is, that a reform of the parliament, 
upon the principles of our ancient laws, 
would, without any infringement on 
the richts of either Nobles or King, 
and without any one act of mjustice to- 
wards any deseription of men, enable 
us, in the course of five years, to say 
of England, nm the words ef Forr*s- 
QUE, th at, here the people ‘“‘.drink no. 
“* water,’ ’ the y are well clothed and fed 
and lodged, and have all things which 
conduce to an easy and happy life. But, 
it is my conviction not less firm, that, 
unless a reform take place, great as our 
present miseries are, they are nothing 
compared to what we have to expect. 
But, it is not anv scheme of Mock- 
Reform, that will tend to restore the 
jation to an “ easy and happy life.” 
Such a scheme those men, who call 
themselves Wuias, have on foot, and 
the object of itis to CHEAT the peo- 
ple. A Triennial Parliament, a mere 
lopping of of some Sineeures and Pen- 
sions without any retrospect, a little ex- 
tension of voting in Scotland! Is this, 
do they and their eo: uljutars of the 
Edinburgh Review imagine, to satisfy 
the people, who understand their rights 
as well as they do? Oh, no! ‘They 
must be idiots indeed, to hope to cheat 
the people in this way. | Nations as 
well as individuals nre seldom made 
fools twice in their lives, or, at least, 
eractly in the same way. The fools, 
who, afier being disappointed at not 
seeing the man dance in a gvart bottle, 
went with the full expectation of seemg 
him dance in a pint bottle, might, pos- 
eibly, have swallowed the bait, which 
the Wuics intend to hold out: but, I 
venture to assure these conceited gen- 
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tlemen, that the Reformers of the wit" L 
ent day are to bes atistied with noth par 
short of the read Constitution of JF. 
country. ‘They expect annual pari al 
ments and suffrage 2s extensive as pr” : 
ticable, which may, perhaps, sat Sai 
stop at all house-holders, whet her th a 
pay direct taxes or not, secing that th p 
would exelude all menial and year?! 
servants and other persons not havi oun 
house or home. This, however, a ng | 
minor points, such as the dallot ay er 


the mode of taking the votes, niay i 
come subject of consideration betwe oe 
this time and the Meeting of Parii i 
ment. The substaatials ave Anu@f 
Parliaments and, the Veiing of « “ 


house-holders of whatever degree, a ive 
1 
he 


ion 
nd 


bor 











the Whigs the amount of a thousand 
part of all their Sinecures and Per 
sions, if T had so much in the work 


Oh, no! The people of Manchest,’ 
and Birntingham and Sheffield have | - 
inclination to have Members chox oe 
for them by Old Sarum, Gatton, aw mi 
Winchelsea. In short, the thing is uff 
4 . ’ * Hur 
ridiculous to thimk of under the nang. 
of Reform. Call it a Tub to iar" 
Whale; call it a Humbug; call it Ret 
Cheat or a Fraud; and, it -is we Phe 





cnovgit; but, to call if a Refors is to 
gross to escape ridicule and contempt. 

In the meanwhile, that son of Cor 
ruption, the CouRIER, Is greail 
alarmed, aud very justly so, at the ap 
proaching waggon loud of petitions 
and especially at a Meeting of Refon 
Deputies, who, it appears, are to mee i 


ras 


in London on the 22d instant. We th 
will first hear what he says. upon the uh 
subject, and then wake our remarks hie 





and see on what the alarm is founded 
—* An Advertisement of an extraor u 
‘“« dinary nature has been inseried 1 : 
‘* some of the papers, without exeitin 
‘* that attention which it seems to de 
“serve. Jost of our Readers recol 
*< dect the meeting at Edinburgh of 3 
“mmber of Delegates from differen \ 
“elubs or societies. This meeting, 
“ assumed the name of a Convention— 
“the ostensrble objeet of which was to 
‘ brmg about a Reform in Parliament 
‘““__By the advertisement we begat . 
‘“ by alluding to, it appears that varios 
‘assemblies have not only been het 











f } 
ik 


‘ 

























» Lancashire for a Reforimn, but that 
wurteen of them have named Depu- 
es who met at Middleton; that in 
onsequence of the option expressed 
y this meeting of De puties, an extra- 
ydinary. general meeting of the 
Havpden Club is conv voked for 
saturday next, to consult upon a 
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ng is to be followed up, on the 22d 
astant, by a meeting or convocation 
{ Delegates from petitioning cities, 
owhs, and other communities, ¢ to 
onfer together in the metropolis, or 
he best means of effectuating a con- 
titutional Refs: im of the Commons’ 
louse’ Such are the words of the 
uivertisement.— Now, in referring to 
he period when the Scotch Conven- 
ion and other meetings were held, 
nl the proceedings subsequently 
ulopted, we shall observe a rémark- 
hie similarity in the language held 
then and now. in one of the ad- 
lresses to a Society at’“Norwich, in 
1798, it was said that * they looked 
jr no Reform but trom the Conven- 
tion they had in view, advising, how- 
ver, a continuance of Petitions for 
Retorm as a cover to their designs.’ 
fhe Corresponding Society in 1793, 
assumed the task of watching over 
he transactions of Parliament, and 
{setting boundaries to its power.’ 
t the ap In one of their meetings ‘ the mem- 
netitions bers of every department of the State 
 Refors were vilified 4s unworthy and inc om- 
pa petent to hold tlieiy official situations. 
ot, We At another meeting it was stated, 
upon the ‘that some things were not to be 
ae Se sbmitted to, either with or without 






















(osindat the sanction of Parliament.’ At the 
ovtrabe eriod to which we have adverted, 
teil as Mr. Dundas said, that ¢ it could hot 
exeiting ®, Coubted that a Convention on the 
a aes riunciple ot establishing Universal 
at inode Suifrage and Annual Parliaments was 








totally inconsistent with the existence 
o the Monarchy and Parliament.’ 
And Lord Thurlow amyet ‘ that 
the constant mention of a Parlia- 
Nentary Reform could no more clear 
these societies. of. illegal idtent, as 
their proposed Convention ia the ex- 
bression ‘of God save the King at 
the bottom of a seditious libel, could 
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Hiament. 
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‘« clear it of sedition.” —Now it may be 
‘‘ inferred by some that we ailude to 
“the period of 1794, with the view 
‘* ef counselling the same legislative mea- 
** sures as were thought necessary then, 
‘ We donot. But we do contend that 
“if there existed a necessity fer vigour 
“ and vigilance at that time, there would 
“ surely be ne excuse tor a iofal want 
‘of both now, when Parliamentary 
‘¢ Reform, if not, as we believe, 2 
‘ eover to other designs, must lead to 
“a totul abolition of the present frame 
‘and constitution of the Bor ernment.” 
Yes, most ofthe readers ot the Cov- 
and certain it is, 
that millions of other men ever wr 
forget, the meeting at Edinbergh, 


1794, and ** the rs ain os 


no one recollects, be- 
cause it is totally false, that the Re- 
formers of 1794 ever waitl, that their 
meastires to procure Reforin was “a 
cover to ether designs.” Yes, we re- 
member 1794, and we now feel the 
efiects of Reforin not having taken piace 
at that time. Ttow niuch blood; how 
much treasure, how. much misery, 
would have been avoided, if the Re 
farmers had tken been listened to in- 
stead of being crashed by the arm of 
power! 

How gravely this poor. feeble hire: 
ling te lis us of what Mr. Dundas SAID 
and of what Lord Thurlow ALLEGED 
upon that o¢casion; that Dundas, whose 
sun of fife went down so bright, whe 
was covered with sinecures and whe 
has feft a son so covered ; and that Lord 
Taurlow, who possessed alarge pension 
to the day of his death, and whose heir 
has.a smecure of five thousand pounds 
a year! What do we, or what does 
truth or reason or justice cave what 
they said, or what they atieyed ¢ 

But, this Advertisemetit for the Meet- 
ing of Deputies is, we are told, of “*an 
i extraordinary nature.” Is itindeed’? 
Now, it so happens, that even this is as 
eross a faisehood as can well be ima- 
gine d. A few weeks ago, there was a 

‘ Meeting of Deputies” from all the 
Seaetins in England, held in Londen, 
to consult on an “application to be made 
toparliament to pass a law to prohibit 
the importation of wool, and these: De- 
puties, or Delegates, call thenr which 


thereon.” But, 
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you please, were sent up from primary 
Meetings in the several Counties. How 
came the Courier not to be alarmed at 
this? There has been a Meeting, or 
Convention, for the meaning of the two 
words is the same, of the De puties, or 
Delegates, of the Ship ow ners, of the 
Negro-holders, of the Sugar-growers, 
of the Dissenters, and, in all ihe:e cases 
there have been Advertisements in 
abundance ; there have been Secretaries, 
Committees of Cor Tespondence, and all 
the regular establishments belonging to 
organized bodies: and, the object in- 
variably has been to apply to the Par- 
liament to do something, and, in some 
cases, the tidng asked for has been very 
unreasonable, very unjust, or very 
foolish. 

Why, then, are not deputies to meet 
to prepare an application for a Palia- 
mentary Re efor m, agreeably to the Con- 
stitution, that is to say, agreéab!y to the 
law of the land? Any body else, it ap- 
pears, may have meetings of Deputies, 


except those who seek a restoration of 


the liberties and happiness of the coun- 


try! However, this good hireling, on 
whom, together with WALTER, the 


people ought to Pat ‘their eye steadily 
fixed, assures us, that, whatever some 
may infer, “—~ "i alluding to the 


*¢ period of 1794, does not mean to coun- 


** sel the same legislative measures as 
ce r > | } er} » +s , ‘¥ 

were then thought necessary. 0 
wit: Gagging Bills. But, he has been 
counselling these measures for months 
past; and for this purpese, he hatched, 


as far as he was able, by al sorts of 
the plots of 


falsehoods and false alarms, 
the memorable second of December. 
He does not now counsel Gagging Bulls, 
because he dares not. If he had not 
sense to see, that even the threat of such 


Bills would blow up the last remains of 


the credit of the country, others, it ap- 
pears, have had the sense to see it, and 
they have choaked off the bloody-minded 
scribe, who in his over-charged zeal, 
was sticking his fangs into thever ¥ vitals 
of the system that he was wishing to 
defend. 

But, he says, that “he does contend, 
“that, IF, there existed a necessity 
“for vigour and vigilance in 1794, 
** there would, surely, be no excuse for 
“<a want of bothnow.” This isa gentle 
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reproach to Lord SIDMOUTH, wt 
is very unjust after the readiness, 
which his Lordship’s underling, ia 
Lordship’s name, applauded the inst 
lation avd principies of the Nore 
Knights! Elere are vegour and x; 
lance, are there not? Will not th 
Anights take care of the thing? Wi 
dainsel in romance ever had such ; 
cient defenders as these Kavgits ni 
peeve? Besides, had there fatien ny 
fleaks of snow than there are feath 
| upon a gouse’s body, when his Lords 
dispatched off a circular letter to | 
| Lords Lieutenant to call upon the J 
| gistrates to call uponthe Parish Of 
to keep the roads clear of snow, in o1 
that the communications might not 
interrupted; though it is very \ 
known, that there is no daw to cow 
any parish-oflicers to obey any s 
cal!, and though it is very ce rtain, 
no farmer in England would aa 
man or horse upon any such busine 
Was not this vigour !. Was not this vi 
lance! What would the Cour 
have? Besides, where was ever ri 
vnd vigilance to surpass that of GR 
GIFFORD, at the Police-Office at W 
ship Street, when he got hold 
DyALL’s Spencean Memorial, 
transmitted it to Lord SipMovt 
And, then again, the handing of 
paper, by some one, to the Court 
who, thinking that Mr. Hunt ) 
bringing it forward at the first Spa-fe 
Meeting, actually publisheda “ t 
‘“* sonable” part of it, and thus sen 
off to the country as having been} 
proposed by Mr. Hunt, ‘when 
gentleman, not so easily caught | 
trad, had thrown it aside, and had p 
posed something else! Well, th 
what think you of the vigour and \ 
lance of Mr. WonTNER, the City M 
shal, who pursued a young fellow 
many miles through Worcesters! 
concluding that he must be ‘* the as 
“sin,” YounG Watson, beca 
when at a public-house, he had “ (0 
‘* sideways at the Landlady’s daughie 
If these be not proofs of vigour 
| vigilance sufficient to quiet the C 
RIER, { do not know what will q 
him. 
{ We forget, however, the word I 
such great import in this conclu 
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wraph of the Courrrr. “ IF vi- 
arand vigilance were necessary in 
94.” Ave, IF they were! But, 
think, that they were not. We say, 


















only was necessary ; so We say still, 
so Will say the Deputies, at whose 




















Witing in London the Courier is so 
tch di) alarmed. Well he may be 
tS nihwed, for their ebject is to destroy 
len n@ on which he feeds and fattens. 
feath@, as to those, who live upon their 
Lords jncomes, justly derived, or by the 
r to @at of their brow, they have no 


the J 
Ofc 
ih 0} 
it not 
ry Wi 


wd for alarm, but great ground for 
wand gratulation. 

aconculyion, my worthy friends of 
wich, let me beg you to have for- 
le under your suflerings, to observe 


) COWMeaceble and loval conduct, but by 
NY sifeans to slacken in vour endeavours 
ain, Wobtain the great object of all our 


send ¢ 
pusine 
this vi 
‘OUR! 
er ri 
GRE 
at W 
hod 


ws. Look at the noble Meetings 
istol and still more recently at 
TH, Where many thousands of men 
e assembled in the most peaceable 
ner, and where speeches have been 
wered, which would do honour to 
assembly inthe world. Mr. Hrcx- 
yvand Mr. YounG, who spoke at 





















al, Mt meeting, and who apologized for 
MOUTH want of being accustomed to per- 
x of Wn such a task, are new specimens of 
OURIE spirit and the talent, which the 
NT Wies and the cause of freedom have 
pa-tie wht forth. At that meeting only 
_“ i mnan behaved in a riotous manner, 
S Sen@ithat man, whose name is Barlow, 
ee JM, it seems, selected for his ‘ loyalty” 
ell Ye one of 2,000 special constables, 
ht lb) were sworn in to assist the troops 
had } protecting the city against the pre- 
1, thiiled violence of the Reformers !* 
and ¥ sit is all over the kingdom. On 
sity MB side of Reform all is peace and 
— h; on the side of Corruption all is 
ters 
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The only full and fair Report, that I have 
of this Meeting is to be found in the 
ing paper, THE STATESMAN, and in the 
ly paper THe Oxserver.. I am often 





















ughte i by friends in the country, which is the 
sOUr weekly paper. ‘Phere are several good 
he C@ but, as acollection of News, wholly un- 
vill qa’ with political comment, and as a full 


impartial reporter of what takes place at 
« Meetings all over the country, I shonld 
uly prefer THe Opserver, though 
News is a very good weekly paper, and 
Ds articles written with great-ability. 
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ew Reformers then said, that J@e- > 


ee 
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clamour, violence, and falsehood. But 
avain, 1 say, sfacacex notin your efforts, 
If public gederal meetings are incon- 
venient, or not to be obtained, meet in 
vour several trades, meet where and 
how you can, but let all be done opens, ; 
no secrets, no disguise: the cause of 
Retorm needs none. 


’ 


I am vour friend, 
Wa. Cosbetrt. 

P. S.—WaLreR of the Times has 
published what he calls a‘* CAUTION 
to the hawkers of Cobbett’s Register ;” 
and then he tells his readers, that a 
man has been committed from the Hat- 
ton Garden Police Office, for selling 
the Revister in the streets, without a 
Pedlar’s Lieence.—There was a man 
so comnitted. He has given bail ; and, 
we shall see, by-and-by, who is right 
and who is wrong.— But if [ under- 
stand the “law, the man was, and any 
man is fully justified in doing what this 
man was doing. At any rate, if he 
was acting illegally, the streets of this 
city and the whole country is inun- 
dated with illegal transactions.—The 
public may be assured, that this shall 
not be hidden under a bushel. They 
may be assured, that no eflort shall be 
wanting to bring this matter to a.clear 
explanation.— In the meanwhile [ have 
to thank Wa ter for his “ CAU- 
TION,” which is an advertisement, 
which I could not have bought of him 
for 20 guineas, and which his stupid, 
stupid, stupid spite has given me for 
nothing !—This was what STEWART 
meant, I suppose, when he said that 
SOMETHING must be done !—Just 
as if this would do any thing! Were it 
to sueceed, I will take care, that it 
shall put a stop to the hawking of ail 
other papers ; and,’ besides, are there 
not shops and houses enough to sell 
from? And will not this very circum- 
stance send thousands of persons to 
purchase at those shovs and houses, 
who before did not think of it? And 
the law explicitly says, that any thing 
may, without any Licence, be sold, in 
Market Towns on the Market Day.— 
What stupidity is it, then, to suppose, 
that the circulation (already, far sur- 
passing that of all the Daily Papers in 
London) can be checked by  thig 
Caution!” 
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- PAPER AGAINGT GOLD. 

The 200 Sets of this work. which remained 
unsold twn weeks ago, are now all disposed 
of, while many applications are unanswered. 
This being the case, I have put a New Edition 
to press, which will be ready in about three 
weeks from this time. The Public will be 
pleased to bear in mind the Occasion, which 
first drew this work forth. The Tivo Parties, 
in Parliament, in 1810 and 1311, after long 
aul fabouved inyuiries, reports and diseussious 
on the question, whether the Bank ought to 
he campelled to pay in Gold and Silver at che 
end of 2 years frons that time, came to these 
~conclusions : the Outs, that the Bank ought to 
be compelled to pay at the end of the 2 years; 
and, the Ins, that though the Bank was sul- 
vent, and was ab’e to pay at any time, yet, 
that it would not be wise, to suffer it to pay in 
Gold and Silver, till a time ef Peace came.— 
Thus did the 2 parties in Parliament decide. 
In opposition to them both, contended, and, 
1 believe, clearly proved, that the Bank ceuld 
NBYER pay in specie, without a great reduction 
in the interest of the Debt, of Salaries, Pay, 
&c. or without producing the utter ruin of 
Agriculture, Trade, Commerce, and Mausufac- 
tures; and of course, without plunging the 
country ‘into a state.of intolerable misery. 
Peace is come ; the Bank dees not pay in spe- 
cie, execpt in a*very small portion ; but, even 
that little step towards paying in specie has 
produced the ruin and misery that 1 foreboded, 
and the causes of which were fin 1810 and 
1811) so clearly unfolded in this work, and 
particularly in Letter XV of the collection, 
This work contains an account of the origin 
and progress of that dreadful seourge of this 

ation and of mankind, the FONDING SysTEM ; 
it shows how the Bank and the Debt arose 
together, and thaf they were engendered by a 
desire to engage in Continental Wars; it 
shows how fatal the progress of this system 
has been to the happiness and liberties of this 
kingdom ; it shows how éaxes and pauperism 
and crimes have all kept on in regular increase 
with the jncrease of the Debt ; it demonstrates 
that the Sinking Fand cannot possibly tend to 
diminish or to prevent the increase of the 
Debt; and, above all things, it exposes to the 
eyes of this abused natiun all the history and 
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mystery of the Bank Stoppage, in 1797, 
brings forth by name all the principal pe 
who were concerned in that memorable t 

action, which has finally been one great , 
of ruin, beggary, and almost extinction , 
many honest, industrious, virtuous famili 
At the time when this work was written, 

than 150 other persons wrote and pub) 
pamphlets on the subject; but, if any o 
those persons had the understanding to 
ceive the truth, not one of them haj 
courage to declare it, while the far greater; 
of them were strenuous advocates for 
Paper and Funding System.—Time, how 
which tries most things, has now tried this 
portant question. Fhe crisis of the Funj 
System is at hand; therefore, Lam any 
that this work should now be read ; and, 
it may be within the reach of numerous; 
sons, I shall sell it for 10s. retail, boun 
boards, and at @s, to Booksellers anil \ 
men. It will be in One Octavo Volume, pri 
like the Stamped Register in double coly 
and upon the Large Paper, and will be nm 
bound in Boards —Fhe work will be publi 
by Mr. CLEMENT, at No. 192, Strand, Lon 
who will attend puactually to all the on 
fer this book, which have been alread; 
ceived, aud also to all“Orders which ma 
transmitted tohim in future.—My obje 
publishing this new Edition is not 


(though that object would be quite proper 


much as the desire of having the work rea 
tensively, I stand, in this work, pitted ag 
the opinions of one hundred and fifty fir 
ciering authors of pamphlets, and ag 
those of both the Parties in Parliames 
Hitherto my opinions have been verifiel 
events ; and, probably, a few months wil 
cide, whether there be any part of my ¥ 
to which events will not have affixed the si 
of truth. [fn this work clearness has | 
principally aimed at; and, IT am_persu 
that, by keeping this object in view, I! 
made the most ebstruse of all subjects pert 
familiar to any man of common sens 
have, in sbort, shown how the poor a 
dinner has been taken from him, and how 
work-houses and jails have been filled ané 
gibbets loaded by the means of Bank P# 
My book contains a warning to all the na 
in the world, and to my own countrym 
particular, For these reasons I am uncomm 
anxious that this work should now. be reat: 
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